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W M G Website    --- www.wessexmillsgroup.org.uk

Newsletter --- 30 July 2011
If you receive this newsletter by e-mail would you PLEASE 

e-mail me confirmation of receipt within 7 DAYS
Chairman’s Notes

WMG visit to Somerton Mill

Our summer mill visit was made to Somerton Mill on Saturday 11 June and we managed to dodge the 
summer rain for a splendid visit to the mill and millhouse on the edge of the ancient Saxon town of 
Somerton, I always question how a small town appears to have had only one mill? The trade must have 
been healthy enough to invest in a steam engine to supplement the small spring fed steam, which must 
have run dry in the summer months, the steam engine no longer exists and it is not known who made the 
engine but a fine brick and stone chimney remains as a reminder.
The water wheel is a very high breast shot made in 1869 by W Govier of Lopen, it has modern 
galvanised buckets which because they are so thin create a loud noise when in operation. Graham and 
Sue Deane allowed us to wander over their home and garden viewing the mill, the kitchen has two sets 
of millstones and a complete set of original furniture alongside the crown wheel with its old gear to 
connect to the steam engine and the sluice control for the wheel, a neat viewing glass has been inserted 
allowing a view of the working wheel into the floor.
Graham pulled the leaver for the sluice which set the machinery in motion and ground some flour for us, 
this mill is a good example of a house conversion yet retaining all the working machinery, the most 
unusual part of the mill is the sack hoist on the top floor, the vertical sack hoist drum connects directly 
onto the top of the iron main shaft, the sack hoist machinery is a lot older and made of oak this is an 
unusual feature for this part of Somerset.
Tea and cake was enjoyed in the garden provided by Sue for a little donation before we all went our 
separate ways.

Chairman—Stephen Bartlett
01935 850161
bartletthinton@hotmail.com
Stable Barton, Hinton,
Mudford,
Somerset BA22 8BA

Treasurer—Graham Deane
01458 273265
G.deane9@btinternet.com
The Mill,
Somerton,
Somerset TA11 7HP

Secretary—Patrick Stow
01460 220973
pjstow@somerset.gov.uk
Birchill Farm Bungalow,
Birchill, Chardstock,
Axminster EX13 7LB

Editor—Rick Coyne
01934 712697
rick.coyne@btinternet.com
Pixie Mead, Cocklake,
Wedmore,
Somerset BS28 4HF

http://www.wessexmillsgroup.org.uk
mailto:bartletthinton@hotmail.com
mailto:@btinternet.com


2

News from South Somerset Hydro Power Group

The bottom bearing of Hainbury Mill archimedes screw had to be replaced possibly to lack of grease in
the cold winter and works to repair the weir are planned for this summer.
Thorney Mill is investigating inserting a turbine into the old turbine pit under the mill, the original 
turbine was removed long ago and the pit and tunnels will need re-excavating to get into working order.
Gants Mill is due for its first major service, this will take place in the summer while the water flow is 
low.
Longaller Mill is producing an average of 5Kw from its brand new water wheel.
Hewlitts Mill at Galhampton has also had bearing problems due to the sudden stopping of the automatic 
shut down system.
Lovington Mill is considering a site next to the weir to produce water for domestic use only.
Marston Magna Mill which had a Victorian turbine made in Glos and two sets of stones has had its 
feasibility study completed resulting in a 3.3m head producing 2Kw though this stream runs dry in the 
summer.
Hewish Mill recently sold and spot listed and Rowlands Mill are both investigating hydro power.
Careys Mill has had its turbine removed to be copied by Ampair who aim to produce a range of turbines 
3Kw, 6Kw and 11Kw, while working on the turbine Keith came face to face with an otter helping 
himself to the crayfish caught on the fish screen.
Several potential sites are on hold in the SW waiting for the conclusion of the FIT/MCS debate. The 
hydro power tours continue with success so much so that they will be restricted to 20 per tour for safety 
at the sites, the next tour is planned for 15 Oct 11.

Water Power and Watermills
Jonathan Brown

An historical guide to the development of the uses of water power from the first records, circa 250BC, to 
the present day, with a hint of future possibilities.
The book is packed with detailed information from the ancient irrigation systems of the Arab world 
through the advent of watermills in medieval Britain and the build up to the industrial revolution. The 
competition from steam and the gradual decline of water as a motive power, to it’s re-emergence in the 
form of hydropower. 
There is a very comprehensive section detailing the development of the technology of water power 
during the last two millennia. There is also an insight into the effect that harnessing water has resulted in 
changes in the landscape by the introduction of leats, dams and millponds. The final chapter touches on 
the probable future uses of water, covering the re-emergence of the commercial watermill hydro power 
and wave technology.    
I found the book to be extremely informative, well put together in an easy to follow chronological order, 
and very well illustrated with over 160 photographs and original drawings. A book that will appeal to all 
levels of interest.

Water Power and Watermills by Jonathan Brown Price £25
Published by Crowood Press  www.crowood.com

ISBN 978 1 84797 2439
Available from most bookshops or from Crowood Press.                                (Rick Coyne)

Mills For Sale
Knowstone. Former mill house, thatched, in 8 acres, auction guide £600-650k. Stags of South Molton. 
No auction date.
Churston Mill Farm, Brixham. Former mill house, annex has mill workings. Guide £400k. Bradleys of 
Brixham.
Kennerleigh near Crediton. Well presented former water mill. Guid £725k - Strutt & Parker of Exeter

http://www.crowood.com
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Mystery Mill
This months mystery mill is in Warwickshire

Januarys mill was Titchfield, Hampshire and I’m indebted to 
Tony Yoward for the following potted history.

Two mills were recorded at Titchfield in 1272 but the first 
record of a miller at Titchfield was :-
1778 James Stares, miller, of Titchfield, insures Utensils & 
stock in his water cornmill, brick, timber & tiled. £350.
The mill (or mills) remained in the same family for the next 74 
years. It passed through 3 owners over the next 65 years but I 
can find no mention of who worked it after 1915.
The mill was described thus in 1978:- The five storey three bay 
brick mill with a slate double mansard roof is joined to the 3 
storey 3 bay brick mill house also with a slate roof. A canopy 
projects over the yard to protect loading unloading of goods.   
There are two iron Poncelet waterwheels by Armfield outside 

the mill powered by the embanked River Meon. The axis of the mill is parallel to the stream which is 
unusual. A date stone of 1830 is incorporated in the mill wall. Inside the building are two pairs of 
stones, some gearing and an internal hoist remain. The mill worked by electricity latterly, ceased 
milling in the 1950's. At present it is used as a garden shop and for agricultural merchandise. The mill 
house is occupied.   ("Water & Windmills of Hants & IOW" Monica Ellis)

( The date stone mentioned suggests to me that either the mill was rebuilt then or the earlier dates 
applied to an earlier mill in the same location.(Rick)

1997 Planning application by Bass to turn building into a public house. One wheel to turn as a 
feature.  
1998 Planning application approved. Wheels to be ‘restored’, but not to work!!. Work started on the 
conversion and ‘restoration’. Bass offered upper floor for use by HMG and as a museum. Cash would 
be forthcoming for the project
1999 Public house and restaurant opened, but without the museum. Bass not coming up with any cash 
for the museum project. HMG were to be able to use the top floor - no heating or electricity provided. So 
now no wheel working and no museum facilities for HMG - quite different to the earlier promises from 
Bass to turn the mill into a pub including a museum featuring the buildings 169 year history.    

Editors Corner
It is with very much regret that I will be stepping down as editor after this issue, for health reasons. I’ve 
been doing the job for the last six years and produced twenty six issues in this time. I was just looking at 
my first attempt in January 05 and my opening comment in the Editors Corner “This is a new venture 
for me as I’m still a novice with a PC, so please bear with me for a while.” Little did I know then 
what I was taking on, and the amount of work it entailed. It has been a very enjoyable aspect of my life 
and has given me a great deal of satisfaction. I’d like to thank all who have contributed with articles, and 
a special thanks to Andrew Borland for his invaluable help in the distribution via e-mail. ( a process in 
which my PC stubbornly refused to co-operate.) I shall miss the pre publication build up, the sorting out 
of copy to produce a well balanced issue, the quarterly battle to prize out the report from our noble 
Chairman , and even the time spent stuffing some three dozen envelopes with the finished article.
Unfortunately this will leave a vacuum, not only for myself , but also for the Group. WE NEED A 
NEW EDITOR .I sincerely hope we can fill this gap ASAP. I’ll be happy to give my replacement 
any help needed. I have the template for the title page, the mailing lists and a few contacts which are 
useful.
On a lighter note. Moggie & I still hope to spend a couple of days in Kent, in August, hunting windmills, 
followed by 4 days on the Isles of Scilly (over 100 islands & only one windmill) 
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Help Needed
WMG member, Derek Stidder is a trustee at the Mills Archive and has written several books about 
Sussex watermills. He has recently moved house to Wimborne and has joined our group.
I pointed out to Derek that whilst we have the book on windmills by Coulthard and Watts, there is no 
county-wide book on Somerset watermills. (I am aware that Martin Bodman has written several leaflets 
and articles on mills within the county, but nothing county-wide so far as I know.)
Derek has expressed an interest in the project, but says that he cannot contemplate it without help.
He says that he will need other people to carry out some of the site inspections, seek out information and 
take photographs, etc.
Would any of you be interested in helping, or can you suggest anybody else who might?
Derek can be contacted at derek.stidder123@btinternet.com Peter King

New Owners for Hele Mill
We have just received this note from Kathy & David Jones, the new owners of Hele Mill, Ilfracombe

We have just purchased Hele Cornmill near Ilfracombe. We are members of SPAB. Will complete 
the membership application form. Very keen to be part of Wessex Mills and look forward to meeting 
with you before long.
The mill is open only Fri, Sat and Sun this time of the year so we won't be able to make the visit on 
11th June but will watch out for the programme of events. Perhaps we could be included on one of 
the visits and could glean some information from some of the other members about our mill and 
workings!

Bembridge mill
ONE of the Isle of Wight’s best-loved landmarks, Bembridge Windmill, marked its 50th 
anniversary in the care of the National Trust this summer with a special community day.

The historic mill, which has stood for 300 years, was 
given to the National Trust in December 1961 by its 
then owner, Mrs Edward Smith, of Mill Farm.
The trust held a community day on Sunday, June 19, 
when members hoped many residents and visitors to 
the Isle of Wight would go along to see the Island’s 
only surviving windmill, discover the part it played in 
the community and enjoy the displays and countryside 
activities in the neighbouring field.
Although no longer in working order, the trust planned 
to turn the sails of the windmill several times during 
the day so visitors could see some of the intricate 
mechanics of the windmill as they move.
The mill’s 'damsel’ or grinding stone has recently been 
restored with the work paid for by the Isle of Wight 
Association of National Trust Members to mark the 
anniversary year.
Volunteers were on hand throughout the day to give 
talks about the mill and its history. Visitors were able 
to get hands-on experience of using a hand quern to 
find out how hard it was to grind grain before mills 
were built.
The mill last ran in 1913 but the trust is keen to hear 
family anecdotes and stories handed down over the 
years and first-hand memories of its time as a guard 

post in the Second World War.
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Herringfleet Mill

They are part of the timeless tapestry of Broadland, looming over the marshland and rivers.        
However, as grandfathers brought young children along to Heringfleet, near Somerleyton, yesterday to 
witness one of the Broads’ last working mills creak into action, there was a special poignancy to the 
annual open day. While a fresh north-westerly was perfect to see the cloth spread sails turning, the chill 
economic wind has left Heringfleet windpump – in the words of Suffolk County Council’s historic 
buildings officer Mark Barnard – “at a critical stage in its history”.

After being tended by the 
council under a 50-year 
lease, the last remaining all-
wooden pumping mill is to 
be returned to the 
stewardship of the 
Somerleyton estate. Mr 
Barnard said: “As the county 
council becomes a more 
strategic authority, it will not 
be renewing the lease on any 
of the three mills for which it 
is currently responsible. “It 
will be up to the estate and 
local people to rally round 
and look after it, and it is 
hoped that a trust can be 
formed to look after it.” 
However, highlighting the 
economic challenge facing 
the estate in maintaining a 
building that has no 

commercial use, he said the grade two listed mill was one of only two in working order in Broadland, 
the other being Polkey’s Mill in Reedham.

Professional millwright Vincent Pargeter, who travelled from Essex to attend the National Mills 
Weekend event, described the lack of investment in historic buildings as an “English problem” and said 
it was threatening mills across the Broads. He said: “Although mills are an important feature of the 
landscape and part of the attraction for tourists, it seems we don’t want to spend money on this sort of 
thing in England. “In Holland, the mills are all in good order – and they are even rebuilding some.”

Mr Pargeter, one of the last millwrights in England, said although Heringfleet windpump appeared in 
good order, its condition could go downhill fast without suitable investment. He said: “The cladding is 
rotting and if that starts to leak, the structure underneath will rapidly deteriorate. “The sails are coming 
to the end of their life and the job of replacing them will cost about £30,000. “What it will need at least 
is stitch-in-time work to maintain its condition until money can be raised for the major repairs.”

The Hon Hugh Crossley, who runs Somerleyton estate, said that under the terms of the lease, the council 
would have to restore the mill to the condition in which it was handed over half a century ago – that 
meant it would be returned in essentially good order. He said: “It is an iconic landmark and it will be the 
estate’s intention to keep it in the condition it is given back to us and to keep it in working order with the 
help of volunteers.” (Eastern Daily Press)
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Visit to Long Aller & Bishops Lydeard Mills
Our July visit, on Saturday 30th July, starts at Long Aller Mill at 11 am. and continues at Bishops Lydeard Mill 

at 2pm.
Longaller is near the village of Bishops Hull on the A3065 in Somerset. Its postcode is TA4 1AD. 
Bishops Lydeard mill is in Mill Lane in the village of Bishops Lydeard, just off the A358 in Somerset 
Its postcode is TA4 3LN.Coffee will be available at Longaller, and teas and light refreshments will be 

available in the tea room at 
Bishops Lydeard (donations to 
charity welcome).
Long Aller Mill
From the A38 Wellington / 
Taunton Rd turn North into 
Bishops Hull Rd (if coming from 
Wellington it’s the first X-roads 
past the Stonegallows Inn—
From Taunton,the first X-roads 
after the A 3065 roundabout.) At 
the Old Inn turn left into 
Shutewater Hill then right into 
Frethney Rd. the mill is along 
there on the right after a sharp 
left hand bend

8th October 2011: visit to 
Wilton Windmill, near 
Marlborough, Wiltshire. Further 
details to follow..

SPAB MILLS SECTION ONE DAY COURSE
Looking after your Mill

Friday 14th October 2011
at The NFU Mutual’s HQ Tiddington Road, Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CV37 7BJ

THE SPEAKERS ON THIS COURSE WILL BE:
John Bedington
In 1978, John was approached by the owner of Charlecote Mill in Warwickshire for advice on its 
restoration. This resulted in him taking a tenancy of that mill and spending a lot of time in the next five 
years bringing the mill back to working order, with the help of friends. In 1983 he gave up his job in a 
solicitors’ office. Since then he has run the mill full time, grinding mainly wholemeal flour, he is a 
former member of the SPAB Mills Section Committee.

Luke Bonwick
Luke is a milling heritage consultant and historic buildings surveyor. He is the author of several books 
including Brill Windmill, Buckinghamshire: The History, Technology, Conservation and Re air of a17th-
century Post Mill (Buckinghamshire County Council) and Norfolk's Windmills by River,Road and Rail 
(BHC Publications). He has worked for the Mills Archive Trust since its inception in 2003.
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Mildred Cookson
Mildred has been the miller at Mapledurham watermill for the last 30 years. As well as running the mill 
and carrying out day to day maintenance, she still does her own stone dressing. She was one the founder 
members of the Traditional Corn Millers Guild and a Foundation Trustee of the Mills Archive Trust. She 
is a trustee of the SPAB, past-chairman and a member of the Mills Section Committee and editor of the 
Section’s newsletter Mill News.

Vincent Pargeter
Vincent is a millwright who has many years experience working on both Wind and Watermills mainly in 
the East of England. He has written the two technical leaflets published so far by the SPAB Mills 
Section on Weatherboarding and Dam in Brick Windmill Towers. He was the specialist mentor on the 
Broads Authority Bursary millwright training scheme. He is a long standing member of the Mills 
Section Committee.

Martin Watts
A millwright who has worked on both Windmills and Watermills in many parts of the country, Martin is 
also the author of several articles and books, including The Archaeology of Mills and Milling 
(Tempus2002), Wind and Water and Wind Power (Shire 2005), the Shire colour albums Windmills and 
Watermills (new editions 2011) and Corn Milling (new edition, Shire 2008). He was one the founder 
members of the Traditional Corn Millers Guild and is a former chairman of the SPAB Mills Section.

TOPICS TO BE COVERED WILL INCLUDE:-
This course provides delegates with practical guidance on maintaining and running traditional Windmills 
and Watermills Beginning with an appreciation of the heritage of mills.
The programme covers maintenance schedules, the planning of maintenance activities, creating a mill 
log to record works carried out at the mill and liaison with relevant authorities including the Listings 
authorities
• To gain an historical context for the construction and evolution of your mill.
• To develop a maintenance schedule for your mill covering weekly, monthly and yearly maintenance 
schedules.
• To obtain practical guidance on how to run a working party, maintenance tasks including, paints and 
materials, maintaining bearings and effective cleaning of the mill. Health & Safety, Risk Assessment etc.
• To understand how to record activities undertaken at the mill, capturing historical information and 
leaving full records for future generations of your actions.
• To develop an appreciation of the SPAB Mills Section’s philosophy on conservation, restoration and 
repair to ensure that the historic fabric of your mill is protected whilst allowing you to achieve your aims 
and objectives for the building.
• To help you develop constructive working relationships with all relevant stakeholders who have an 
interest in your mill including English Heritage, Local Authorities.
Those who would benefit from this course include:• Mill owners • Volunteers or persons employed to 
work in mills • Conservation Officers • Those working for amenity Societies such as English Heritage 
and The National Trust.

NB tea and coffee are provided on arrival and in the afternoon and a buffet lunch is also included, 
within the cost of this course. Registration 09 .30a.m start at 10am
£95 for bookings received before 31st July (£105 from1st August)
Booking forms can be obtained from:
Simon Hudson, SPAB Mills Section, 37 Spital Square, London E1 6DY
Tel. 020 7456 0909 or e-mail simon@spab.org.uk
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The Millers
WMG members--Brian & Ursula Kirby—Custodians & Millers at Clyston Mill.

“I retired in 2000”, says Brian, “and as the Trust was 
looking for custodians to open Clyston Mill, we came 
here. We were eager to bring the mill to life and 
improve the atmosphere for visitors.
We contacted a local millwright who checked all the 
equipment and then we learned the milling process by 
watching him and joining the milling section of SPAB, 
and taking courses.
Five years ago we started producing flour but we are 
still discovering new things all the time. Milling gives 
you a wonderful sense of achievement, as you turn grain 
into a staple ingredient. Since they started growing 
wheat here two years ago, we’ve found we now have an 
even deeper connection with the land. The flour is full 
of flavour too – It’s not bland like the mass-produced 
stuff and it recently won a Trust Fine Farm Produce 
Award .

(From the National Trust Magazine—Summer 2011 )

Wiltshire Archaeological and Natural History Society
Industrial Archaeology Symposium 2011

The Wharf Theatre, Devizes---- 9.45 Sat 5 Nov 2011
To include: Milling, paper and brewing at Slaughterford by Mike Stone, Cold war monuments, 

Nestles factory, Quarrying and Wilts and Berks Canal
Contact Booking Sec – 01380 727369 cost £10.50

Mills in Wedmore
Just been reading a book on the history of our village and discovered there were no mills noted in the 
Domesday book, but in 1559 there were ten mentioned, only eight only eight were recorded.
These included three watermills and seven windmills. 
The first recorded watermill – Northload Mill-- appears in 1310.and was gone by the early 1500’s. 

The second – Pillmead Mill—first mentioned in 1698, but there was probably a mill there as early as 
1327. It ceased to work in the late 1700’s and there is now no trace left.
The third—Close Mill—There was probably more than one mill along this stream but the only physical 
evidence was a small medieval watermill found during an archaeological dig in 1998.
The windmills were :-
Panborough Mill – first noted 1597 –gone by the 1700’s.
East Mill –1554—demolished 1886.
East Elms Mill – 1558—gone by the – 1700’s. Close to East Mill which was Probably the main mill for 
the village. 
Westovers Mill—late 1500’s –Site sold as “garden land” in 1824. No record of demolition but no trace 
to be found now.
Crannell Mill—No record of use. Only a reference to a “burnt mill field” 1n 1678. The site can be found 
but nothing remains.
Stoughton Mill—1805—gone by 1886.
Heath House Mill—1639—demolished 1962. The last working windmill in the parish.  
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